The Art of Language
June 3rd —July 15th

¥ Smithsonian Learn the original of everyday phrases and idioms.

Used when the
speaker doesn’t wish
to give away their
source of information.

This phrase originates
from the Bible verse
Ecclesiatstes10:20
"Do not revile the king
even in your thoughts,
or curse the rich in
your bedroom,
because a bird of

the air may carry your
words, and a bird

on the wing may
report what you say.”
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